
St Clements Hospital: Mile End



Imperceptibly, the day had begun drawing to a close as 
Austerlitz talked, and the light was already fading when 
we left the house in Alderney Street together to walk a 
little way out of town, along the Mile End Road to the 
large Tower Hamlets cemetery, which is surrounded by 
a tall, dark brick wall and, like the adjoining complex of 
St. Clement’s Hospital, according to a remark made by 
Austerlitz in passing, was one of the scenes of this phase 
of his story… ”  

(W. G. Sebald – Austerlitz)





A Brief History of St Clements:

The building was opened in 1849, as the City of London Union Work-
house. But by 1874 it had been converted into an infirmary for the same 
Union. Mental patients came here for examination and assessment be-
fore being sent to other institutions or being discharged.  In 1902 it had 
511 beds.

When the Homerton Workhouse re-opened in 1909, the infirmary be-
came superfluous and was closed.  However, it opened again in 1912 as 
the City of London Institution to treat the chronically ill and renamed 
the Bow Institution.

The LCC took over administration in 1930, when all the Boards of 
Guardians were abolished.  In 1933 the number of beds in the Institu-
tion was increased to 786 and a mental observation unit established.  



aIn 1935 a fire destroyed the west wing and the main building.  In 1936 
the Institution was renamed St Clement’s Hospital.

During WW2, when it had 397 beds, the Hospital was badly damaged by 
bombs in 1944.

In 1948 it joined the NHS and the bomb damage was repaired.  By 1959 
the Hospital had become exclusively psychiatric.

It became part of the London Hospital Group in 1968 and was then 
called the London Hospital (St Clement’s).  In 1974, after another NHS 
upheaval, it became part of the Tower Hamlets Health District, when it 
had 146 beds.  By 1979 it had 135 beds.

In 2003 the East London and The City Mental Health NHS Trust decid-
ed to sell the site for redevelopment.  

The Hospital closed in 2005, with clinical services moving to a new pur-








